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Table of Contents First published in 1972, Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator is a delightful continuation of Roald Dahl's beloved classic, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. In this whimsical sequel, readers are once again transported into the magical world of Charlie Bucket and Willy Wonka. Picking up where the first book left off, Charlie and his
friends embark on a thrilling adventure aboard a great glass elevator that takes them on a journey through space and time.CharactersCharlie Bucket: The young, kind-hearted protagonist of the story, Charlie is a lovable character who wins the golden ticket to Willy Wonka's chocolate factory in the first book. In this sequel, he continues to prove
himself brave and resourceful as he faces new challenges alongside Willy Wonka.Willy Wonka: The eccentric and imaginative owner of the chocolate factory, Willy Wonka is a master confectioner and inventor. With his quirky personality and innovative ideas, he leads Charlie and the gang on a series of fantastical adventures in the great glass
elevator.Detailed SummaryAfter the events of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Charlie Bucket, Willy Wonka, and the other winners of the golden tickets find themselves aboard the great glass elevator, soaring through the sky. As the elevator gains speed, they are propelled into outer space and encounter a host of otherworldly beings and
phenomena.Among their escapades, the characters visit the world's first space hotel, where they have a close encounter with the dreaded Vermicious Knids, alien creatures bent on destruction. With quick thinking and teamwork, Charlie and Willy Wonka must save the day and prevent the Knids from wreaking havoc on Earth.As the adventure
unfolds, the group faces various trials and tribulations, from dodging danger in space to outsmarting their enemies. Through it all, Charlie proves himself to be a brave and capable hero, earning the admiration of his companions and readers alike.AnalysisRoald Dahl's signature wit and whimsy shine throughout Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator,
offering readers a delightful blend of fantasy and adventure. The author's vivid imagination brings to life a world where anything is possible, from interstellar travel to encounters with extraterrestrial beings.The themes of courage, friendship, and ingenuity are central to the story, as Charlie and his friends must work together to overcome obstacles
and face their fears. Through their trials and triumphs, readers are reminded of the importance of resilience and teamwork in navigating life's challenges.Overall, Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator is a captivating sequel that will enchant readers of all ages. With its charming characters, whimsical plot, and imaginative setting, the book is sure to
leave a lasting impression on anyone who embarks on this intergalactic joyride.Final thoughtsFor fans of Roald Dahl's fantastical storytelling and endearing characters, Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator is a must-read. Whether you're revisiting the classic tale or discovering it for the first time, this sequel offers a delightful continuation of Charlie
Bucket's adventures alongside the eccentric Willy Wonka.If you enjoyed this brief summary, we encourage you to purchase the complete book to experience the full magic and wonder of Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator. Alternatively, you can listen to the audiobook version for an immersive literary journey through space and time.9780142404126
(ISBN10: 0142404128)Format: 159 pages, PaperbackOriginal Title: Charlie and the Great Glass ElevatorAuthors: Roald Dahl, Quentin Blake (Illustrations)Edition: May 5, 2005 by Viking Books for Young Readers Table of Contents What is Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator about? This book continues Charlie Buckets adventure with Willy Wonka.
After their journey in the chocolate factory, they find themselves in an unexpected space escapade. In this sequel, they take a wild ride in the Great Glass Elevator, exploring a space hotel and facing man-eating creatures.Book DetailsTitle: Charlie and the Great Glass ElevatorAuthor: Roald DahlIllustrator: Quentin BlakePages: 159Published: January
1, 1972Genres: Childrens Fantasy, Fiction, Classics, Young Adult, Middle Grade, AdventureAverage Rating: 3.68/5 (113,747 ratings)Synopsis of Charlie and the Great Glass ElevatorIntroduction to the AdventureCharlie Bucket returns in Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator, a delightful sequel to Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. The story picks up
right where Charlies last thrilling adventure ended. Riding high in Willy Wonkas amazing glass elevator, Charlie and his family unknowingly ascend into a realm of outlandish adventures beyond imagination. The elevator spirals out of control, propelling them through a time-warping journey in space. Charlie, Willy Wonka, and Grandpa Joe lead the
team as they grapple with unexpected catastrophe. What started as a whimsical elevator ride quickly transforms into mayhem. Before they know it, the group finds themselves docked at the United States first-ever space hotel. What should have been a simple visit soon becomes chaotic as they encounter the mysterious and deadly Vermicious Knids.
Space Hotel ChaosUpon their entrance into the space hotel, great mischief unfolds as the menacing creatures reveal themselves. The Knids spell out SCRAM with their bodies, indicating danger is near. Willy Wonka, realizing the extreme peril, urges everyone to evacuate quickly. Its a mad dash as chaos erupts; the elevator barely escapes the fray,
leaving behind an unexpected aftermath. In a zany twist, the monsters consume hotel guests, raising the stakes for our beloved characters. In an attempt to save the day, Charlie suggests a daring plan: towing the malfunctioning shuttle back to Earth. Successfully returning, they face yet another challenge as they crash through the roof of the
chocolate factory. Charlies family finds themselves entangled in a series of wild escapades, blending humor and adventure uniquely. The Chocolate Factory and Aging PotionsOnce back at the chocolate factory, the festivities continue. But Charlies once-eager grandparents are reluctant to stir from their beds. Willy Wonka presents a rejuvenation
potion, which proves to be far too potent. Each grandparent who takes the formula loses decades in minutes, resulting in absurd transformations. Grandma Georgina undergoes a ridiculous change, becoming -2 years old. To reverse this insanity, Charlie and Willy travel to an absurd place called Minusland, where age has no meaning. The grand
design of Wonkas delightful yet chaotic inventions leads to a comical disaster. Engaging the imagination, the characters reflect on depth disguised in humor. Willy concocts a new formula for aging, accidentally overshooting the target. This results in Grandma Georgina becoming an astounding 358 years old! After a careful adjustment, all the
grandparents revert to their original ages. With every potion and adventure, Dahl infuses humor that both entertains and amuses children and grown-ups alike. The Final Assembly at the White HouseAs the dust settles from their peculiar adventures, a letter arrives from the President of the United States. A heartfelt invitation extends to Charlie, his
family, and Mr. Wonka to visit the White House. This gesture serves as a thank you for their extraordinary actions in outer space. Charlie and his family find themselves in yet another unpredictable yet humorous situation with the President. Willy Wonkas quirkiness contrasts hilariously with the official environment of the White House. The encounter
subtly reflects themes of friendship, adventure, and gratitude. The story concludes with a sense of closure, while also leaving room for imagination about future escapades with this delightful team. Conclusion: A Blend of Fantasy and RealityCharlie and the Great Glass Elevator combines fantasy, humor, and wackiness, stirring imaginations of young
readers. Roald Dahl continues to craft tales filled with charm, entertainment, and lessons hidden beneath the surface. Though some may say it lacks the charm of its predecessor, the adventures of Charlie Bucket hold a nostalgic magic. The spirited tale emphasizes the importance of family, bravery, and thinking outside the box. Readers young and old
will find joy in the outlandish scenarios and whimsical characters that fill this delightful sequel. Charlies adventures resonate just as strongly today, captivating hearts with a blend of laughter and silliness, clearly standing the test of time. From here you can jump to the Spoilers section right away.Below you can search for another book summary:
Alternative Book CoverComing soon QuotesHooray! said the Chief of the Army. Lets blow everyone up! Bang-bang! Bang-bang!Roald Dahl,Charlie and the Great Glass ElevatorWe must hurry! said Mr. Wonka. We have so much time and so little to do! No! Wait! Strike that! Reverse it!Roald Dahl,Charlie and the Great Glass ElevatorYoull never get
anywhere if you go about what-iffing like that.Roald Dahl,Charlie and the Great Glass ElevatorYou want to give Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator a try? Here you go!CharactersCharlie Bucket: The kind-hearted boy who won Willy Wonkas factory and continues his adventurous spirit.Willy Wonka: The eccentric chocolatier with a flair for the
whimsical and a knack for inventions.Mr. Bucket: Charlies supportive father who is often caught up in the wild adventures.Mrs. Bucket: Charlies mother, who is caring and worried about her familys safety.Grandpa Joe: Charlies enthusiastic companion who enjoys the excitement of the journey.Grandma Josephine: One of Charlies grandparents, she is
stubborn and refuses to leave her bed.Grandpa George: Another grandparent, often participating in the escapades with his grandson.Grandma Georgina: The third grandparent who also enjoys the chaos but eventually vanishes after unexpected aging.HighlightsSpace Adventure: The group unexpectedly visits a space hotel, leading to a thrilling
storyline.Vermicious Knids: These monstrous creatures provide intense action and humor as they threaten the characters.Age-Reversing Formula: A whimsical twist with a rejuvenation formula that leads to hilariously exaggerated aging problems.Return to the Factory: The characters eventually return to the chocolate factory, revealing more of its
secrets.Spoilers Spoiler Alert! If you want to read the book, dont click Show more and spoil your experience. Here is a link for you to get the book.Encounter with Vermicious Knids: The characters face danger when aboard the space hotel, nearly falling victim to the monsters.The Rejuvenation Formula: Charlies grandparents take too much of Wonkas
rejuvenation formula, leading to chaotic aging mishaps.Grandma Georginas Transformation: She vanishes after being turned into a negative age and later restored with Wonkas invention.Spectacular Ending: After escaping from space, the family is invited to the White House as a thank you for their heroic deeds.Let us know what you think about this
book and the summary in the comment section at the end of the page. FAQs about Charlie and the Great Glass ElevatorYes, its primarily aimed at children but can be enjoyed by all ages.Many readers feel this sequel lacks the charm of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.Yes, Quentin Blakes whimsical illustrations accompany the text.Unlike its
predecessor, this book focuses more on fun than moral lessons.While possible, reading the first book enhances the experience and context.ReviewsFor a deeper exploration of Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator, check out our full review for detailed insights on its pros and cons. Are you looking for a nice read that perfectly fits your current mood?
Here is a free book suggestion tool. It gives you suggestions based on your taste. Also a likelihood rating for each recommended book. Would you like to find the book you will love later or now? Roald Dahl: A British novelist and storyteller known for captivating childrens literature. His works, including Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, have sold
millions worldwide and continue to delight readers of all ages. Are you looking for a nice read that perfectly fits your current mood? Here is a free book suggestion tool. It gives you suggestions based on your taste. Also a likelihood rating for each recommended book. Would you like to find the book you will love later or now?ConclusionWe hope you
found this synopsis of Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator enjoyable. Summaries are just the start; the full book promises even more wacky adventures. Ready for more? Here is the link to buying Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator.DISCLAIMER: This book summary is meant as a summary and an analysis and not a replacement for the original
work. If you are the original author of any book on our website and want us to remove it, please contact us. The story begins just after the conclusion of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. In Chocolate Factory, Wonka and Charlie are in a giant glass elevator, rocketing through the sky. Wonka has just offered his factory to Charlie. They decide to go to
Charlies home, to tell his family the news. They crash straight through the roof of Charlies house, shocking his parents and grandparents. Wonka explains the situation and asks the family to come with him. The grandparents, except for Grandpa Joe, refuse to get out of their bed, and Wonka is left with no choice but to take the entire bed with him.
Now in the Great Glass Elevator, Wonka explains that they must go up before they can go down, meaning they need to gather enough momentum to crash through the roof of the factory. At the last moment, Grandma Josephine has a panic attack and draws Wonka away from the controls. This causes the Elevator to gain too much speed and rocket
into orbit, stranding the entire group in outer space. The Elevator circles the Earth until Wonka decides to link it up to the Space Hotel, a new attraction commissioned by the United States government. They will be the first humans to set foot in the completed building. Back on Earth, members of the United States government watch as the Elevator
docks with the hotel, and they worry that it contains terrorists or aliens. They address Wonka by radio, and Wonka confuses them by spouting nonsense words. The U.S. now believes Wonka to be an alien from Mars, and invites him to the White House. While this is happening, the hotel elevators open and five large, terrifying alien creatures rearrange
themselves to spell the word SCRAM. Wonka panics and orders everyone back into the Glass Elevator. He shoots them away from the Hotel as fast as possible; he explains that the monsters are Vermicious Knids and want to consume all of the humans they can. They have tried to destroy Earth before, but they cant get past the atmosphere. After
Wonkas group leaves, a group of workers for the Hotel arrives in the Commuter Capsule. The Knids eat many of them, but some--including the three famous astronauts, Shuckworth, Shanks, and Showler--escape. The Knids follow the Capsule into space and begin to dive-bomb it. One Knid had tried to do the same to the Elevator, but the Elevator is
thankfully Knid-proof. Charlie suggests that Wonka save them. Wonka drives the Elevator closer to the shuttle, and Grandpa Joe connects the two with a steel cord. The Knids attach themselves to the ship. Wonka drops the Elevator back to Earth, which saves the humans but destroys all the Knids. The Elevator then returns to the Chocolate Factory.
Throughout all of this, George, Georgina, and Josephine have still refused to get out of their beds, believing that they are too old. Wonka prescribes Wonka-Vite, a potion that will make them younger. However, they take too much: George and Josephine turn into babies, and Georgina becomes -2. Wonka and Charlie go to Minusland, which is filled with
people who are a negative age. They spray her with Vita-Wonk to reverse the first pills, making her 358 years old. Then, with a carefully calculated dose of Wonka-Vite, they restore her to her original age, along with George and Josephine. The Oompa-Loompas present Wonka with an invitation from the President to the White House as a thanks for
saving the shuttle. They are invited to a very important dinner. After receiving this news, all of Charlie's family jumps out of bed and enters the helicopter that will take them to the White House.Summary Chapter 1: Mr. Wonka Goes Too Far Charlie is now the owner of the incredible Chocolate Factory. He, Willy Wonka, his parents, and his two sets of
grandparents are inside the Great Glass Elevator. Grandpa George, Grandma Georgina, and Grandma Josephine are in their bed. Up in the sky, everyone is having a wonderful time and marveling at how the Elevator is in the air. Both of the Grandmas, though, think Wonka is a bit strange. Charlie tells them that Wonka is fantastic and his friend.
Wonka announces that there is a lot to do and they must hurry back to the factory. They have to go up, though, to get back down. Grandma Josephine grumbles that Wonka is cracked. The Elevator shoots high into the air. The wind whooshes loudly and shrilly, and even though some of the grandparents are upset, Wonka says they must do this
because they have to be going at a tremendous speed when they come down. Grandma Josephine screams and Grandma Georgina clutches Grandpa George. Mr. and Mrs. Bucket cling to each other. Even Charlie is nervous but Wonka explains that they need to break a hole. The Elevator rises higher. They can see the countries below and the earth
spread out like a map, and even though it is beautiful, it is terrifying. Charlie grips Grandpa Joes hand. Wonka warns them that no one can talk to him right now because they have to concentrate and he has to press the green button at the right time. Grandma Josephine calls him a maniac and grabs him, but Wonka pulls himself free and says he has
to press the button or they will go too high. Wonka has Charlie push the button but moans that it is too late. All of them begin floating in the air like balloons. Wonka screeches that they have gone into orbit. Everyone gasps. Wonka presses the oxygen button so they can breathe. The bed floats up and the old ones try frantically to get back into it.
Grandpa Joe laughs that they are finally out of bed but Josephine snaps at him. Chapter 2: Space Hotel U.S.A. Two days prior to the Elevators ascension into space, the United States had launched the Space Hotel, a marvelous and luxurious hotel that was fully air-conditioned and had a gravity-making machine. There was nobody on board yet, but the
Space Hotel was in orbit now and there was a tremendous push to send up the first guests. There was going to be a great rush of illustrious people, but there needed to be an entire staff to take care of them. The large Commuter Capsule containing bellhops, maids, managers, etc. is orbiting the Earth, manned by three astronauts: Shuckworth,
Shanks, and Showler. The astronauts tell the people that they are about to see their new home, but everyone looks outside and is confused at what they see. Shuckworth grabs a telescope and yells to Ground Control that there is a strange spaceship up there and it doesnt look like they are astronauts because the people are wearing nightshirts.
Ground Control is incredulous, but Shuckworth presses his case. Shanks jumps in but Ground Control screams back that they are crazy. It then cries out that the spaceship must be going to blow up the Space Hotel. A new voice comes on and announces itself as the President of the United States. Shanks is dubious but realizes it is truly the man
himself. The President asks about the people and the glass capsule; he snaps that Shanks must be loopy. Showler jumps on and confirms what the other said, but the President angrily exclaims that it must be a bomb disguised as a bed going to blow up the Space Hotel. The President demands silence to think. Everyone on the Commuter Capsule waits
with bated breath. The President asks for a television camera to point at the ship so they can get a look at it. Showler quickly procures the camera, points it, and five million people whod been listening to this historic event on the radio rush to their televisions. What people see is this: a weird glass box in orbit with seven adults and one child and a
large bed. Beyond that is the Space Hotel. Everyone assumes that the people in the box are such powerful astronauts that they do not even need spacesuits. They wonder what the evil-looking bed is. Fear spreads throughout the rest of the world as they tune in to what is happening. The President barks at Showler to keep clear of them. Chapter 3:
The Link-Up Inside the Great Glass Elevator is much consternation. The whole world knows about the Space Hotel and the Commuter Capsule, so naturally, the travelers do as well. Charlie insists they must see the Capsule link to the Hotel. Wonka floats by and whispers that they ought to go see the Space Hotel by themselves first. Charlie gulps and
is skeptical, but Wonka insists his Elevator can do it. The old ones are upset and hesitant, but Wonka plows ahead. He tells Grandpa Joe and Charlie what buttons to push. Charlie cannot quite get there, so Wonka shows him how to take a breath and blow to propel himself around. All of the people in the Elevator begin doing that, and on Earth, the
people watching think they must be crazy. Showler calls to the President over the radio that it looks like a war dance; the President bursts out that they must be Indians. The old ones settle down and Wonka gives the orders to Grandpa Joe and Charlie. The Elevator hovers below the Space Hotel and Charlie thinks to himself how excited he is. Chapter
4: The President The three astronauts have their camera trained on the Elevator. Millions of people watch. In his study, President Lancelot R. Gilligrass sits with his advisers and department heads and military Chiefs of Staff. Miss Tibbs, an eighty-nine-year-old woman who used to be the Presidents nurse, is the Vice President now. She is the real
power behind the throne. Only the President is allowed to call her "Nanny." The Presidents cat, Mrs. Taubsypuss, is also there. The room is silent and the President screams that they are going to link up. The Army Chief wants to blow them up. The President calls for the Chief Spy and demands for information. The Chief Spy suggests some other hotel
owner is jealous of the Space Hotel--maybe Mr. Hilton. The President thinks this could be true, but also that it could be the Russians. He calls the direct line to the Premier, who answers and tells the President it is not Russians. Mrs. Tibbs whispers that he is lying. The Premier tells the President that the people inside the box look Chinese. The
President slams the phone down and calls the Head of the Chinese Republic in Peking. He keeps calling the wrong number, though, and the Postmaster General tells him that it is hard to call people in China since they all have the last name of Wing or Wong. He finally gets through to Assistant-Premier Chu-On-Dat and demands to speak to Premier
How-Yu-Bin. The President becomes frustrated when Chu-On-Dat tells him How-Yu-Bin is unavailable. The Chief of the Army suggests blowing the Elevator up again. The Chief Financial adviser brags that hes finally balanced the budget, and shows off the book balancing on his head. Shuckworths voice comes through announcing that theyve linked
up. The President breathes in deeply and swallows a fly. Miss Tibbs has to pound his back. Annoyed, he decides to make up one of his amazing inventions--this time, to capture flies. Everyone praises him. Millions of people watch the Elevator link up; it looked like some tiny baby animal clinging to its mother (34). The camera zooms closer, and the box
is empty. Chapter 5: Men From Mars Wonka, Charlie, Mr. and Mrs. Bucket, and Grandpa Joe walk out of the Great Glass Elevator into the Space Hotels lobby. It is extremely opulent and stunning. No one speaks, though, knowing that Space Control could hear them. Charlie is a bit nervous, knowing that theyve broken into the greatest machine ever
built by man, the property of the United States Government (35). He worries that they could go to jail or worse. They plan to find some food, but a voice interrupts them. It booms that they are trespassing and are ordered to identify themselves. They say nothing. The voice becomes angrier. People around the world listen, but there is no camera inside.
As the voice becomes even angrier, Charlie and his family clutch each other in terror. Wonka does nothing. The voice shouts that it will consider them dangerous enemies and drop the temperature in the Space Hotel to deep-freeze them. Mr. Wonka still does nothing, and Grandpa Joe and Charlie beg him with their eyes to help. Finally, Wonka bursts
out with nonsense words over and over again. The voice is silent as he yells dramatically. The effect around the world is electric, with people thrilling to the marrow with this horrible, strange, mystic voice. No one knows what language it is. Everyone in the Presidents room is a bit unnerved. The President moans to his Nanny and she says she will get
him some milk. She also summons the Chief Interpreter, but he says he has never heard the language before. He says it is not of this world, which boggles the mind of the President. Since the words Venus and Mars were part of Wonkas odd speech, they assume they must be from Mars. Miss Tibbs counsels prudence, as they do not want to be invaded
by Martians. Analysis Roald Dahls sequel to Charlie and the Chocolate Factory begins in medias res, or in the middle of the action. The Elevator is high in the air with a jubilant Charlie, the ever-ambiguous Wonka, a set of parents, and two sets of grandparents surveying the world below. Though it is unlikely a reader would come to this work without
having read the prior one, the novel doesnt necessarily require it. There are entirely new adventures, predicaments, and absurdities, and as Charlies character was barely fleshed out in the first book, it doesnt matter that there is little more to him here. Indeed, the novel is less tightly structured and unified than its predecessor; as New York Times
reviewer Julia Whedonsept wrote, [it is] very easy fantasy, not very intensely developed[it is] just a string of random jokes and adventures held together by the enviable British glibness of style--punning and colloquial--that sounds as if it must be good, even if its all manner, without substance. If there is one person with whom the reader should
probably be acquainted with prior to coming to this book, it is Willy Wonka. Wonka is an enigma, someone who doesnt love children but devotes his life to manufacturing what children desire most. He is jubilant, then severe. He risks the lives of those around him just to see what will happen. He deliberately obfuscates his motives sometimes seems,
frankly, unhinged. It is often difficult to know if he is telling the truth. He is, in short, an adult more like a child--and therefore an appealing figure to a child used to dealing with curmudgeonly, dull adults. It is adults who usually do not care for Dahls books, as critic Margaret Talbot notes. There is persistent bathroom humor, later apparent in the
Goldie Pinklesweet story, and the waspish tone unsentimental, ever so slightly sadistic, and archly amusing. Adults are also the ones who get their comeuppance in Dahls tale; in Great Glass Elevator, the rude and cantankerous grandparents are reduced to squawking children. The children in Dahls books are usually sensible, mature, and unflappable
and often triumph over adults in the novels that are essentially complex narratives of wish fulfillment. Charlie is appropriately, but not excessively, excited about his adventures and concerned when something dangerous appears. He is the one who insists that the Elevator rescue those in the Commuter Capsule, and who worries that they are doing
something wrong when they enter the Space Hotel without permission. One of the strangest elements of the text is the fact that while much of the action seems improbable and unbound by recognizable time and space, Dahl makes one of the central characters the President of the United States. However, the President and the others around him are
buffoonish caricatures, and though they are ostensibly a collection of the most powerful people in the world, they seem stupider than the Vermicious Knids. The President is a hilarious example of the worst kind of adult: petulant, self-absorbed, vested with a tremendous amount of power though, he is dangerously unintelligent. Sycophantic advisers
and government officials surround him, and the only figure with any real power is his former Nanny. Though some young readers may not pick up on the satire, Dahl is effectively satirizing government leaders and the fact that a world leaders ignorance or need to prove themselves may result in political decisions with real import. After all, this is the
Cold War era, and the President thinks that the U.S.S.R. or China is behind this, making him ready to go on a rampage. One final note: this is the 1970s, and Dahl engages in casual but nonetheless disturbing racism in the way he discusses the Chinese and their names. The comment that all their names sound the same and the creation of absurd
names that pun on English words may be seen as offensive and reductive.Plot SummaryThe book begins where Charlie and the Chocolate Factory ends: Willy Wonka has just given Charlie the ownership of his factory, and they crash through the roof of Charlie's house with a flying elevator to inform his family of the good news.Charlie's grandparents
(except Grandpa Joe who had already gotten out of the bed) are nervous about going inside the travelling elevator, and after twenty years in bed, they refuse to get up. The bed is thus pushed into the elevator, which then takes off. At a critical moment during the return trip to the factory, a panicking Josephine grabs Wonka away from the controls,
which results in the elevator, along with its occupants, being sent into an Earth orbit. The elevator circles the planet until Wonka sees the chance to link it with the newly-launched Space hotel, a creation of the United States government.In the White House, President of the United States Lancelot R. Gilligrass, together with Vice President Elvira Tibbs
(who was once Gilligrass's nanny) and the entire U.S. Cabinet see a mysterious object (the glass elevator) dock with the Space Hotel. They fear it contains hostile agents of a foreign or extraterrestrial government who seek to blow up the Space Hotel. The space shuttle containing the hotel staff and three astronauts approaches the Space Hotel and
the shuttle's crew prepares for the worst. On the Hotel, Wonka and the others hear the President address them across a radio link as Martians, and Wonka proceeds to tease Gilligrass with nonsense words and grotesque poetry. In the midst of this, the hotel's elevators open, revealing five gigantic, brown-green, boneless creatures shaped something
like eggs with eyes, which change shape, each forming the letters of the word SCRAM. Recognising the danger, Wonka motions everybody to get out of the Space Hotel quickly.Those shape-changers, Wonka tells the others, are predatory extraterrestrials called Vermicious Knids that have infested the Space Hotel. Since they can't reach Earth's
surface to prey on its natives because they burn up in the atmosphere as shooting stars, the Knids are waiting in the Space Hotel for the new arrivals.Meanwhile the shuttle docks with the Space Hotel and the staff and astronauts go aboard. The Knids reappear and devour some of the humans, but most of them escape back to the spacecraft. Capable
of flying in the vacuum of space at improbable speeds, they pursue the survivors but are unable to board the space shuttle. Instead, they dive-bomb the shuttle's engines and hull, destroying the rockets as well as the cameras and radio antenna. Without its engines, the shuttle is unable to escape the Knids by breaking orbit and returning to
Earth.Seeing all this from the relative safety of the Great Glass Elevator (which is "Knid-proof" - one Knid bruised itself badly on the glass and has been chasing the Elevator ever since), Charlie suggests that he and his companions use the Elevator to tow the shuttle back to Earth. In agreement, Wonka pilots the Elevator into range, whereupon
Charlie's Grandpa Joe connects the two vessels by means of a steel cord. The Knids change into living segments of a towing line, with which they intend to drag the two spacecraft away, while the bruised Knid wraps his body around the Elevator to provide an anchor for this operation. Willy Wonka activates the Elevator's retro-rockets and plunges to
Earth, taking the shuttle and Knids, all of whom burn up due to friction with the atmosphere during re-entry. At the right moment Wonka releases the shuttle, which floats safely home. The Elevator then crashes into the chocolate factory, ending its flight in the Chocolate room.Since Charlie was presented the factory as a gift by Wonka, he wants his
family to help him run it. Georgina, George and Josephine still refuse to move out of their bed. Wonka proposes a pill he invented, Wonka-Vite, to make them young again. (He says that it is too valuable to waste on himself, which is why he needed an heir in the first place.) The three bedridden recipients get greedy and take much more than they need
to. Instead of becoming a mere twenty years younger, the three grandparents lose eighty years, making George one year old, Josephine three months, and Georgina absent altogether, having become "minus two" (she was seventy-eight). Charlie and Wonka journey in the Great Glass Elevator to Minusland a realm that Wonka discovered when his
earlier attempts to create Wonka-Vite turned all the Oompa-Loompas he tested it on to become Minuses as the formula was too strong to get Georgina back with Vita-Wonk, a sprayable compound that makes people older. Minusland is a dark, gloomy region far beneath the surface of the Earth, filled up entirely with fog, and inhabited only by the
invisible and highly dangerous Gnoolies, creatures which, with a single bite, turn their victims into more Gnoolies (Wonka states that the process, a form of long division, takes a long time and is very painful). After administering an even worse overdose of Vita-Wonk to Grandma Georgina, they return to the upper world.There, Georgina has become
358 years old. Her memory entails a lot of history, beginning with the Pilgrim voyage in the ship "Mayflower" (which Wonka and the Buckets use to pinpoint her exact age) and ending in the present moment, spanning over many wars and truces in between. Using a more cautious dose of Wonka-Vite, her companions subtract much of this age from
her, leaving her at seventy-eight as she was before. During the process of becoming younger, she shouts several sentences, all having to do with American History, including: "We've beaten them! Yorktown's Surrendered! We've kicked them out, those dirty British!", "Gettysburg! General Lee is on the run!", "He's dead, he's dead, he's dead!",
"Lincoln! There goes the train..." Charlie and Mr. Wonka administer enough Vita-Wonk to recall Josephine and George to their original age.The grandparents are still incensed with Wonka's adventurous nature. They refuse, as before, to come out of bed. Then mysterious visitors arrive in a helicopter. The Oompa-Loompas give Wonka a letter from
President Gilligrass, congratulating the occupants of the Great Glass Elevator on saving the lives of the shuttle astronauts and hotel staff and inviting them as the guests of honor to a White House dinner. The grandparents don't want to be left out, so they leap out of bed and join Charlie, Grandpa Joe, Wonka, and Charlie's parents to enter the
helicopter sent to pick them up.The following version of the book was used to create this study guide: Dahl, Roald. Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator. Alfred A. Knopf, Publisher, 2001. The illustrations are by Quentin Blake, 1998.This study guide is based on the 2001 hardcover edition of Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator, a work of fiction by
Roald Dahl. The subtitle is The Further Adventures of Charlie Bucket and Willy Wonka, Chocolate-Maker Extraordinary. The book picks up after Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. The action begins just after Willy Wonka, owner of the famous Chocolate Factory, had announced that Charlie, a polite, unassuming boy, would inherit the factory upon
Wonka's impending retirement. All of his family came out to the factory and gathered into the Great Glass Elevator to become a part of Charlie's new life. This included Charlie's Grandpa Joe, who was always more than willing to share in Charlie's adventures. He was a kind and loving man, who acted younger than his years. It also included Charlie's
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bucket, who were mostly unhappy. Also along for the ride were his three other grandparents, who never got out of bed. They acted older than their years. Still, they all fit into the huge, clear elevator. They even pushed the bed onto the elevator so that the three other grandparents, collectively known as the Old Ones, did not
have to leave the bed. The elevator was full of buttons that could make it do fantastic things. It took off through the roof of the factory. It was not attached to any rails or pulleys. Rather, it floated through some unseen means. Wonka's plan had been to go so high that he could crash land back into the factory in another spot. However, one of the old
ones distracted him, and he did not pull the elevator back in time. It took them into space where they encountered a spaceship hotel. This was a huge building floating through space, with all the amenities of a ritzy hotel. It was being attacked by evil aliens, the Vermicious Knids. These creatures could change their shape as if they were made out of
clay, and they liked to eat people. Wonka and company outsmarted them and they saved a spaceship full of hotel employees commuting there. The Knids wound up burning up in Earth's atmosphere, becoming little fireballs, like shooting stars. During this adventure, the president of the United States watched on cameras from the spaceship. He was
thoroughly confused by the big, see-through rectangle with eight people on board, some of them in their nightshirts. At first, he assumed they were from an enemy country, or perhaps they worked for Hilton hotels. Later, he came to the conclusion that Wonka and friends were aliens, too. After the hotel commuters were rescued, he figured the people
in the elevator were brave astronauts. The president was surrounded by trusted advisers, although all of them were pretty incompetent. The elevator crash landed back into the Chocolate Factory. The group found themselves in the chocolate room, where a jungle made of chocolate filled the room. They were surrounded by Oompa-Loompas, who were
very small people who helped Wonka in the factory. Since Charlie was going to take over the factory, Wonka assumed that the rest of his family would want to help. Grandpa Joe agreed to help; Charlie's parents were worried; the old ones did not want to leave the bed. Wonka offered them some Wonka-Vite, a miraculous vitamin. Each pill would
reduce one's age by 20 years. A year would tick away every second. The old ones got greedy, though. They each gulped down four pills. It turned the two oldest grandparents into babies. The youngest, Grandma Georgina, was only 78, so she became -2. She disappeared. Wonka asked Charlie if they should go save her, and he said they should. Wonka
deferred to Charlie because Charlie was the rightful owner of the Chocolate Factory at this point. Charlie said they should risk their lives to help Grandma Georgina, because it was the right thing to do. It was about this point in the book that Wonka gave up some of his control of the situation and let Charlie do what needed to be done. It was like a
torch was being passed.The two of them got back into the elevator. Wonka and Charlie left the other adults behind to care for the babies, with help from the Oompa-Loompas. With just the two of them, there was no one to tell them they could not do things, and no one to argue with them. They worked very well together. Wonka steered the elevator to
Minusland, where people go when they have been minused. It was a gray, dreary world of mists. It was inhabited only by people who have been minused. Gnoolies also lurked here. They were invisible creatures that could turn you into a Gnoolie with one bite. Fortunately, they found Grandma Georgina pretty quickly, before they encountered any
Gnoolies. She was partially transparent, and Charlie's hand was able to go right through her. Wonka sprayed her with a liquid that would age her, called Vita-Wonk. She faded out completely. Wonka said that she would have reappeared back in the Chocolate Room.They headed back and there she was, in bed, but she was now more than 300 years
old. They had to give her enough Wonka-Vite to reduce her age again, and they got her back to 78 again. Then, Wonka administered Vita-Wonk to the babies to bring them back to their old ages again. There had been some protesting from Mr. and Mrs. Bucket, because they were worried about what these chemicals could do. Ultimately, they were
talked into letting Wonka use them. Then, there was much commotion from the Oompa-Loompas. A helicopter had landed near the factory. A letter from the president was brought in. It said that the astronauts who rescued the space hotel employees were tracked to the factory. They were all invited to be his guests at the White House. At this, even
the Old Ones jumped out of bed and ran to the helicopter. The parents were excited, too. Charlie, Wonka, and Grandpa Joe happily went off on their next adventure.The book serves as Dahl's attempt to address two different readers. For children, he tells a fantasy-filled yarn with space aliens, strange worlds, and stranger people. For adults, he picks
fun at politicians, lazy people, and people who are either stupid or cowardly. There is a fair bit of moralizing. Adults will be able to read between the lines. Some lessons children will be able to pick up easily, while some of them are more subtle.The book is full of illustrations by Quentin Blake. There could be several drawings in just one five page
chapter. Blake's characters are full of energy. There is not much detail in his drawings, but the frenetic quality matches the whimsical storytelling.Quick Summary: Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator follows Charlie Bucket and his family as they embark on thrilling adventures in a magical glass elevator, facing fantastical challenges, and learning
valuable lessons along the way.Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator Book SummaryThe story picks up right after the events of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Charlie Bucket, his Grandpa Joe, and his family have just won a fantastic prize: a magical glass elevator that can take them anywhere. This elevator is not just any ordinary elevator; it floats
up into the clouds and can even travel through space. The sheer excitement is palpable as they embark on a new adventure filled with unexpected twists and turns.As they set off on their journey, they find themselves soaring above the city and discovering a whole new world. During one of their adventures, they encounter a mysterious man named
Mr. Willy Wonka, who runs the world-famous chocolate factory. With its whimsical inventions and extraordinary creations, the factory is a place of wonder that keeps on giving surprises.The glass elevator allows them to travel to a variety of locations, including the great glass elevator, which whisks them up to the clouds. In this whimsical journey,
they meet a host of delightful characters. Some are friendly, while others pose unexpected challenges. For instance, Charlie and his friend face off against the intimidating Vermicious Knids, whom they must outsmart to survive their encounter. These challenges put their courage to the test, and they learn to work together as a team.In this sequel, the
themes of kindness, bravery, and the importance of family are further explored. Throughout their experiences, Charlie learns that true wealth comes from love and companionship, rather than material possessions. This lesson resonates deeply as they face obstacles on their journey and work together to overcome them.What makes this book so
engaging is its rich imagination. The dynamic descriptions of the glass elevator and the incredible adventures draw readers in and ignite their sense of wonder. The plot twists keep the excitement alive, as readers are continuously surprised by what happens next.The book also explores the importance of cherishing the people close to us. As Charlie
voyages through various escapades, he realizes that family and friends make life worthwhile. This heartfelt message makes the story relatable to readers of all ages, teaching that love and connection are the most valuable treasures one can have.Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator In-Depth ReviewRoald Dahl captivates readers once again with his
vivid storytelling in Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator. The narrative continues the charm established in the first book while introducing new challenges and characters that keep readers enchanted. Dahls knack for combining whimsy with moral lessons is outstanding, as he engages readers in a thrilling adventure that teaches valuable life
lessons.The characters remain endearing and relatable. Charlies innocence and bravery shine through as he faces each challenge that comes his way. Grandpa Joe is a supportive figure, always cheering Charlie on and encouraging him to be bold. Together, they showcase the bond that nurtures courage and integrity. Other characters add intricacies
to the storyline as they meet oddball characters, such as the mischievous Vermicious Knids, who challenge Charlie and his friends with their wily ways.The pacing of the story is well-structured, with moments of tranquility juxtaposed against high-stakes adventures. Dahls ability to infuse humor and tension simultaneously creates a delightful reading
experience. The plot twists are unexpected yet brilliantly woven, allowing for ongoing intrigue until the final pages. Its a testament to Dahls storytelling prowess, as he keeps readers guessing what bizarre event will occur next.The illustrations complement the storytelling, visually bringing the characters and fantastical places to life. The illustrations
capture the magical essence of the story, providing readers with a vivid representation of the captivating world in which Charlie and his companions venture.Critics of the story may point out moments of absurdity in the plot, but it is essential to appreciate that the charm of Dahls writing lies in its tongue-in-cheek reflections. This approach
encourages readers to embrace creativity and imagination, fostering engagement with the story on multiple levels. Children will gravitate toward the magic, while adults are reminded of the importance of dreams and resilience.Key Themes and Takeaways From Charlie and the Great Glass Elevatorl: Importance of Family and RelationshipsA central
theme in Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator is the significance of family and relationships. Throughout the narrative, Charlie consistently leans on his Grandpa Joe and relies on the support of his loved ones. The bond that Charlie shares with his family serves as a source of strength as they navigate through the challenges they face together. This
theme teaches readers that no matter the adventures one encounters, familial love provides the greatest comfort and encouragement.2: Embracing Creativity and ImaginationDahls whimsical storytelling makes a strong case for the importance of creativity and imagination. The glass elevator and fantastical characters symbolize the boundless
possibilities that exist when one lets their imagination run free. Charlies adventures highlight how creativity can lead to innovative solutions, nearing the idea that thinking outside the box can help one overcome obstacles. This theme encourages readers to embrace their imaginative spirit and cultivation in their daily lives.3: Courage in the Face of
AdversityThe narrative also highlights the idea of bravery and how facing fears is crucial for personal growth. Charlie and his friends encounter numerous challenges that test their courage, urging them to confront their fears head-on. They learn that bravery is not the absence of fear but rather the ability to push through despite it. This take-away
encourages readers to approach challenges with determination and resilience, reinforcing that personal growth often occurs outside ones comfort zone.Who Should Read Charlie and the Great Glass ElevatorCharlie and the Great Glass Elevator is perfect for young readers, particularly those in grades 3 to 6. The book is accessible, engaging, and filled
with whimsy that captures the attention of children. It is an excellent choice for both independent reading and read-aloud sessions with families. The magical adventures and relatable themes resonate well with children, sparking their imagination. Additionally, adults and parents will appreciate the underlying moral lessons that promote values like
teamwork, courage, and the importance of family.Final Thoughts & RatingCharlie and the Great Glass Elevator is a delightful sequel that surpasses expectations. Roald Dahls imaginative storytelling, captivating characters, and valuable life lessons create a story that leaves a lasting impression on readers. It encourages creativity, bravery, and
cherishing loved ones, making it a must-read for children and their families. The adventure-filled narrative is a blend of humor, heart, and magic, ensuring it holds up as a cherished classic for generations to come. I would rate this book a solid 4.5 out of 5 for its imaginative storytelling and the important messages it conveys.If you enjoyed learning
about Charlies adventures, consider exploring other interesting topics like Genesis 1 or check out prayers for those in need for more engaging content.Chapter Summaries & Analyses
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